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St. Mary - Stony Hill Parish 

                              Founded in 1847 
 

     

        November 6, 2022 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

     Generous parishioners deserve to know where their donations go and the overall financial 
condition of their parish.  I am pleased, then, to provide you with St. Mary’s financial report for 
the Fiscal Year 2021-2022. 

 

     The financial bottom line is that we ended the year with $1,874 in operating income over  
expenses.  Our income was augmented, however, by one-time donations (e.g., bequests,     
special gifts) which totaled $64,793 – and which we cannot necessarily count on in the current 
fiscal year.  Without these donations, the parish would have faced a deficit of $62,919. 

 

     Thankfully, the number of parishioners returning to Mass continues to increase and every 
month we welcome a number of new families.  As a result, we are seeing the trend of an 
increased weekly offertory, and this gives us hope for higher collections at Christmas and  
Easter this year.  I thank all who are contributing to the parish by using WeShare and so  
continue to support the parish even when they cannot be at church on a particular weekend. 

 

     The next few fiscal years could be challenging ones for St. Mary’s, as they could be for 
many parishes, as we continue to experience the lingering effects of the pandemic.  Although 
our weekly collections since July are trending ahead of forecast, we could still operate at a  
deficit this year.  In the spirit of prudent financial planning, we had a professional assessment  
of our parish facilities made this year and have identified upwards of $272,000 in capital  
improvements that are needed.  We have started to prioritize our project list and, when  
possible, to add to our reserve fund ($136,000) for such capital expenses. 

 

     I have every confidence, however, that our parish will rise to whatever challenges lie ahead 
of us – over 175 years, it always has!  I again pledge that the parish staff and I will do our best 
to be good stewards of your thoughtfulness and generosity. 

 

     As always, I am most grateful for your commitment to St. Mary’s, whether it be through 
your time, talent, treasure or through all three.  May our Lord, through the intercession of the 
Virgin Mary, patroness of our parish, abundantly bless and keep safe you and all you love. 
 

       Sincerely in Christ, 

 

 
       Rev. Msgr. William Benwell, Pastor 








